
ay Mound in Lewiston Entombs 
y Reminders of 1945 A-Bomb 
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Wa1E a world away from Ground 

Zero, grass flows on the remnants of 
history. At H-hour plus 42 years, the 
last of a project that changed the 
world lies walled within thick sioping 
banks of Niagara County clay. 

A campground beckons from across 
the road. Rural lands stretch away 
through the Lewiston countryside. A 
mile away, the Lewiston-Porter Cen- 
tral Schaol campus provides a peace- 
ful landmark. 

Below ground, radioactive wastes 
just are  beginning their 133,000-year 
decay. 

At I397 Pletcher Road, the last of 
the Manhattan Project - the supers@- 
met ,  supersensitive atomic bomb re- 
search project that went public when 
the heart of Hiroshima was obliterated 
just 42 years ago today - has been 
laid to an  uneasy rest. 

At the Nia &a Faiis S t o r a p e e S S  
U S Enerm%partment contractors 
are  finishing the'contaiiiment job that 
walls away 16,W tons of radioactive 
soiL that had been trucked to the site 
more than 40 years ago when it was 
known as the Lake Ontario Ordnance 
Works. 

Only the finishing touches remain 
on a locally controversial project that 
involved pumping water  into the 
wastes, then flushing the resulting 
slurry into a landfill. In one of the 
largest radioactive waste disposal 
projects ever undertaken by the gov- 
ernment, 225,000 cubic yards of waste 
were pumped into a huge ciay vault - - 
there to await eternity. 

"We're getting ready to leave here. 
We're demobilizing the construction," 
said William E.  Wevrdeys, Niagara 
Falls Storage Site director for W h t e l  
National, the Energy Department 's 
contractor on the job. 

"There a r e  a few isolated hot 
spots," said Joel A. Arenson, project 
'coordinator. "But all the contaminated 
soil has been removed. 

"EssentiaUy the job is complete. 
The containment is closed." 

Tucked in a ciay vault, the radioac- 
tive soil holds residues of the profess 
used to extract enough uranium iso- 
t o p s  to bring Japan to its knees. The 
bombs that detonated over Hiroshima 
at 8:15 a.m. Aug. 6, 1945, and over 
Nagasaki three days later left tons of 
contaminated ore-bearing soil here in 
the United States. 

The residues were trucked to the 
sprawling Lake Ontario Ordnance 
Works and dumped in an  open fieid or 
dropped i h o  a former water tower, 
and almost forgotten. 

Community l e a n  over the migra- 
tion of the soils and h d o n  gas emis- 
sions from the tower triggered action 
in the 19706 and 1W, but the wastes 
weren't hauled away from Niagara 
County - despite protests that, with 
the West Valley Demonstration Proj- 
ect, eight former Manhattan Engineer 
District and Atomic Energy Commis- 
sion sites, and the Northeast's only 
two licemed hazardous waste disposal 
landfills, Western New Pork has borne 
enough of the waste-management bur- 
den. 

Instead, the federal government 
last year decided to bury the wastes 
"in perpetuity" at the Lewiston site. 
"The release of radioactive radon 

gas Urrough the thick earthen cover is 
estimated to be about the same as that 
which naturally escapes from the soils 
In the <ma k a u s  of the natural 
radioactivity in aU soils," Energy I& 
p t m e n t  x ientbur  noted in their envi- 
ronmen!~I-lm*)r~cl slati~nlet?! 

Associaled Press 
T e q  S e h u b f l ,  la&, and Mrchael Eawondowrki, recbsn~csaisr~s far Oak Rrdge 
Asseerated Unwsm.ap9, check the Nlrr~gara &llr Stetage S r h  fw mdbcrt~on. 

In fact lhcy n o i d  someone :kang 
near the 191 acre slte would m o r c e  an 
r n c r e w  !n radiation of less than IN1 
millrrems a year - making i t  rnai-e 
hazardous to move to nearby Buffalo. 
%hew tne added alutude on the high 
s:de of the Lewlston Escarpment  
would mean an increase of 2 m~Uimms 
of m m i c  rad.etion 

In deciding lo k e p  the wavtes In 
&-ston, the government acokded the 
hazards of ship&ng the wasters to an  
arid site near FlichL?nd, Wash , a hu  
mid site near Oak Ftidge, Tenn , or the 
&an Waste m p a a l  Slte in the "it 
,..-* " 
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The last of the hlantratun Rnjcvt 
rests in a l aac re  tomb of lmpervkctus 
Yiagara Coun:> clav a clog sc gM*d 
for landI111 coven that It brings preinr 
um p r i m  The tomb rs de:gn& lo 
1-n 1,000 y a r s  

Government e r p r t s  s;rv that 'or 
erasion to ex* the r a d ~ o a c t ~ v e  so11 
could take anywhere from wve: a1 
huno'M to 2 million wan, fien tvlih- 
out the ' p ? p t i i a :  c&T Ih~ijl h&s h e n  
rmnrkcinl@d 

n c - ih  R r a  90-1 t .rn PP I s v  

nnged by s!op~ng clay walls IS to 5.5 
f e e t  thick, lie wrnicdcn of the world s 
fm: atomrc bombs - wastes such a s  
radium 2.26, which lakes 1,600 years to 
lose b U  i t s  r ad i ac t i a ty ,  and thon- 
urn 230, wh~ch takes more than l N , W  
years to + c a y  

Under the eliny cap are contamiml- 
ed W L ~ ,  more eElan I5 feet deep - 
more than $4 percent of the waste&, 
but lm than o w  p r w n t  of the radio- 
actknty Beneath the mlh, in a rein- 
forced concrete s t ructure ,  a r e  the 
deadhest wastes - a much smaller 
package OF radioaccii.~ residues fiom 
the prmssir ig  of the Manhattan Pnoj- 
ect's uranium, 

Tic bottom of the vault ii; another 
10 feel of mt ive  clay, a layer that 
d,'signerr: c x w t  will prevent any con- 
taminated pound  water froin leaking 
from the site Bar the next milienmum. 

The vault took five years :o finish, 
a t  a cmr of S4\ million. 

I l k  MEd!gacy d nisrkind's entry iftlo 
tiha' Aturnic Age is libcrly to last far 
Iongar - Erorn now until !he edge of 
c - ~  -, <>, 
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